Unit 7

Unit 7
MECHANICS

4 What are action verbs? (Review)
Action verbs are words that show action, like runs, thinks,
and listens. In a sentence, action verbs show someone or
something taking action.

EXAMPLES
The runners dashed to the finish line.
My brother listens closely to his violin teacher’s instructions.
Casey dreamed about a forest hike.
Over the weekend, we swam in a city pool.
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The secret traveled from Max to Amy.

MECHANICS practice

Action Verbs

Each sentence below contains one or more action verbs. Find each action
verb and underline it twice. The first one has been done for you.
1. Emily carefully tuned her cello and practiced her recital piece.
2. After the show, we will eat dinner at China Garden.
3. Ethan runs down the field and leaps into the end zone.
4. Mason listened carefully and wrote down all the doctor’s instructions.
5. The pilot landed the plane gently and smoothly.
continue on next page
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Tomorrow, Trevor will play in the last soccer game of the season.
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How do you find action verbs? That's right! Look for the action in the
sentence. Here is some more practice for you. Find each action verb and
underline it twice.
1. That alarm will distract the students and their teacher.
2. With great ease, the police officer climbed the tree and rescued the
kitten.
3. When will you see that new movie?
4. The squirrel jumped from the tree and ran across the driveway.
5. Ava often thinks about a trip to Germany.
6. The singer forgot his words but finished the song anyway.
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7. The students will study the artist’s paintings and paint their own
landscapes.
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8. The dancers leaped, twirled, and glided across the stage.
9. During the game, Mia scored three times.
10. After lunch, Caleb practiced his trombone for an hour.
11. Will we visit the new museum during our trip?

Unit 7

4 What are HELPING verbs?
A helping verb is a word that is placed in front of a verb. This
word helps the verb clearly communicate when an action takes
place. Here are some words that can "help" a verb:
am

were

do

has

might

should

is

be

does

had

can

shall

are

being

did

may

could

will

was

been

have

must

would

ACTION VERB +
HELPING VERB

ACTION VERB

Here are similar sentences,
but these include
helping verbs.

The runners dashed to the
finish line.

The runners had dashed to
the finish line.

My brother listens closely
to his violin teacher’s
instructions.

My brother is listening
closely to his violin teacher’s
instructions.

Can you see the difference? An action verb lets us know
someone or something is taking action. The helping verb makes
us understand when the action happens.

ACTION VERB + HELPING VERB EXAMPLES
The book was found under the sofa.
Our choir will have been singing for almost an hour before
lunch.
The caterpillar was becoming a butterfly.
We are running to the park.
My cousin does have a key to our house.
I would be playing in the band, but my trumpet has been stolen.
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Here are sentences that
contain action verbs.
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MECHANICS practice

Helping Verbs

In the sentences below, each action verb has been underlined. Find each
helping verb and underline it twice. The first one has been done for you.
1. Casey was walking to the park.
2. Tomorrow we will be playing in the championship game!
3. The Smiths are driving to Florida for their grandfather’s birthday.
4. The cow was eating in the field.
5. They will have been sleeping for only three hours when they land in India.
6. The janitor is carrying a mop and bucket to the cafeteria.
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7. Blake will be running in a race this weekend.
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8. The roofers are working hard this morning.
9. Grace will be playing in the band this afternoon.
10. My dad did drive across the county and did arrive just in time.
11. Avery could be studying right now.
12. Logan will have finished this job before the other painters.
13. The hamster could not have run faster than that.

(HINT: NOT is not a verb. It changes the meaning of the verb, so it is an
adverb.)
14. Zoey can carry the puppy to the car.
15. Our club’s meeting will be held in the treehouse.
16. He has been playing that game for two hours.

Unit 7

MECHANICS practice
Complete Verbs

Each sentence below contains one or more verbs. Find each complete verb
(it may include a helping verb) and underline it twice. The first one has
been done for you.
1. Casey was walking to the beach.
2. The team has been practicing since early this morning.
3. My dog can climb a ladder.
4. Eli will be taking a test this morning.
5. Before the show, we had been eating popcorn in the car.
6. Emma dances in the next scene.

8. This boat has sailed down the river many times.
9. Our family will be going to Boston in July.
10. His truck can travel for 1000 miles without gas.
11. Olivia had been waiting for the bus since last night.
12. Jacob skated down the ice and took a good shot.
13. That song has played on the radio 18 times today!
14. Liam will be playing in the chess tournament.
15. My treehouse will be painted blue and white.
16. In the kitchen, Leah is baking a huge cake!
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7. At the beach, we can search for seashells.

Writer's Stylus: Emerald—Student Portfolio Book 2

4 What is active & passive voice?
Sentences either have an active or a passive voice.
ACTIVE VOICE

A sentence has an active
voice when the subject of
the sentence is DOING the
action.
SENTENCES IN
ACTIVE VOICE:
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PASSIVE VOICE
A sentence has a passive
voice when the subject is
NOT DOING the action. The
subject is having something
done to it.
THE SAME IDEAS IN
PASSIVE VOICE:

Mrs. Jones teaches the
students.

The students are taught by
Mrs. Jones.

Jayden washed the car and
raked the leaves.

The car was washed and the
leaves were raked by Jayden.

The goalie will block the shot.

The shot will be blocked by
the goalie.

In each of the sentences, the
subject is doing what the verb
says: Mr. Jackson teaches,
Jayden washed, and goalie will
block.

In each of the sentences,
the subject is NOT doing
something. It is having
something done to it.

Compare each sentence presented in active voice with the same
idea presented in a sentence with passive voice. What do you
notice?
How do you know if the sentence has an active voice? Ask
yourself: Is the SUBJECT DOING the action? If the answer is
YES, then the sentence has an active voice.

Unit 7

MECHANICS practice

Active & Passive Voice

In each sentence below, the subject and verbs are underlined. Look closely
at each sentence.
1. Write A if the sentence has an active voice.
2. Write P if the sentence has a passive voice.
The first one has been has been done for you.
1. The cake was carefully carried by Andrew.
2. Aiden easily won the obstacle course race.
3. The coins will be stolen tonight.
4. The puppy naps in the warm sunlight.
5. Sarah dreams of becoming a famous singer.
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6. Neveah is applauded by the audience.
7. The vet cared for the injured dog and gave its owners
instructions.
8. According to this note, the suitcase will be left by the garage.
9. This game will be easily won by the home team.
10. The kitten chases the ball and trips over carpet.
11. Miss Alexander’s keys were found on the playground.
12. Uncle Jake rode his lawnmower to church on Sunday!
13. Finally, the missing piece is found.
continue on next page
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14. Jade has climbed that rock in only 20 minutes!
15. The thief was caught by the police.
16. After the concert, Ryan will ride the subway home.

WAIT! A sentence can have an action verb but a passive
voice?
Yes! An action verb shows action. It does not show who or
what is doing the action. So, a sentence can have a verb that
shows action, but the subject may not be doing the action.
Like this:
The bike was ridden in today's race.
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Subject Action
verb

Is the subject "doing?"
NO. This sentence has
an action verb (was
ridden) but the subject
(bike) is not doing
or has not done an
action.

We do not know who rode the bike, but we know the bike was
not doing the riding. An action verb does not give a sentence
an active voice. A sentence has an active voice only if the
SUBJECT is DOING (or has done, or will be doing) the action.

Unit 7

MECHANICS practice

Active & Passive Voice

In each sentence below, the subject is underlined. Look closely at each
sentence.
1. Underline the verb(s) twice. Remember, helping verbs help tell
when an action occurs, so they are part of the verb.
2. Write A in the blank if the sentence has an active voice.
3. Write P in the blank if the sentence has a passive voice.
The first one has been has been done for you.
1. Mr. Roberts teaches us Spanish.
2. The dogs chased a rabbit through the woods.
3. That tree was struck by lightning.
111

4. Blake’s drawing was praised by the judge.
5. A strange map was found inside my library book.
6. Our class will perform in tomorrow’s talent show.
7. The treasure was found by a scuba diver.
8. Because of the rain, the game will be played tomorrow.
9. The lawn was mowed yesterday.
10. Cole runs across the park and waves at the ice cream truck
driver.
11. The painting has been displayed in the museum.
12. Aunt Jo rode her horse in the parade.
continue on next page
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13. That delicious pizza was delivered by the guy in the gray car.
14. This plant grows well in direct sunlight.
15. Brooke will be visiting San Francisco next month.
16. My backpack was found in the coat closet.

ON-DEMAND WRITING
Look back at the sentences written in passive voice and read the verbs
aloud. Do sentences written in passive voice usually have simple verb
tenses? What do you notice about passive voice and helping verbs?
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Unit 7

MECHANICS Practice

Putting It All Together

This paragraph contains sentences that have an active or a passive voice.
In each sentence, the subject is underlined.
1. Underline the action verb(s) twice. Watch for helping verbs!
2. In the blank after the sentence, write A if the sentence has an
active voice.
3. In the blank after the sentence, write P if the sentence has a
passive voice.

The Confederation Bridge joins Prince Edward Island with New
Before the bridge, travelers and

cars were carried to Prince Edward island by boats.

Now, drivers

travel about eight miles over a section of the Northumberland Strait.
One part of the bridge holds wires and cables for electricity and other
utilities.

In addition to vehicles and cables, walkers and cyclists

can be taken across the bridge by a shuttle.
can make the journey across this amazing bridge!

Travelers of all kinds
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Brunswick in eastern Canada.
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REVISION

discovering the pattern

Your teacher will show you and your classmates some photos.
Examine the items in photograph 1. This is a collection of things that:

Examine the items in photograph 2. This is a collection of things that are:

Examine the items in photograph 3. This is a collection of things that:
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Examine the items in photograph 4. This is a collection of:

You identified a label for the first three groups. What made that possible?
What could you focus on when labeling the first three groups? Why was
the last group more difficult (or even impossible) to label?

continue on next page
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Unit 7

When studying the photographs, you were working with two ideas: similar
things and focus. Based on your experience, what statement would you
make about similar things and focus? Discuss this with your classmates and
teacher, and then complete the pattern statement.

Pattern Statement

,

When similar things are
we can focus on their

.

What other examples illustrate this idea? Where else have you seen similar
things grouped?

Add this pattern statement to your collection on page VII, next to Unit 7:
Paragraphs, Main Ideas, & Supporting Details.
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revising my writing

Paragraphs

In the photographs, you saw odds and ends grouped. Did you know
sentences can also be grouped?
Sentences that are similar because they connect to one idea are put into
a group, or a paragraph. When sentences are grouped into a paragraph, a
reader can focus on the meaning of that one main idea.
If a sentence in the paragraph does not connect to that idea, it seems like
an “odd one out.” It does not belong in the group.

REVISION CHECKLIST
You are about to read several paragraphs. Take a minute to read through the
checklist a writer uses to carefully construct paragraphs that communicate
clearly.

PARAGRAPHS
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goal

pattern statement

Form paragraphs that are
clear because it is easy to see
how each sentence connects
to one main idea.

When similar things are
grouped, we can focus
on their meaning.

checklist

 Read the draft one paragraph
at a time.

 For each paragraph, ask: "What
do I want to say here? What
point do I want to make?" Ask
yourself:

u Who or what am I writing
about?
u What aspect of the who or
what am I writing about?
u What do I want to tell my
reader about that aspect of
the who or what?

 Identify the sentence that states
that idea. If no such sentence
exists, consider adding one.

 Review every sentence in the

paragraph. If any sentence does
not clearly connect to the main
idea, consider moving or
deleting it.

Unit 7

REVISION practice

Paragraphs & Main Ideas
To find the main idea and the sentence that is "the odd one out," do the
following for each paragraph:
1. Read the paragraph, then answer the questions that follow it.
2. Underline the sentence in the paragraph that states the main
idea.
3. Read each sentence in the paragraph and draw a line through the
one that does not connect to the main idea; it is "the odd one out."
PARAGRAPH 1
Aunt Amy loves adventure. She likes to say, “You should try to make your
life exciting!” In Oregon, she climbed Howlock Mountain. When she was
in Puerto Rico, she tried parasailing. She has a cat named Francine. Once,
she even bungee jumped in British Columbia, Canada! Tomorrow, she will

1

Who is this
paragraph about?

2

What aspect of
is this paragraph
about?

							

3

What does the
author want readers
to understand about
of
?

							

4

What sentence in the paragraph states
Underline it.

u

uu u

							
your answer

u

							
your answer

uu

							
your answer

uuu
uuu

?

continue on next page
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parachute over our school’s football field.
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PARAGRAPH 2
Frank Shorter wondered about the silence, but it did not bother him.
After running 26 miles, Frank knew that no other runner had passed him.
Moments before, the crowd in Olympic Stadium had been cheering loudly.
However, the man they thought was wining the race was an imposter. He
had jumped onto the course and ran the last lap inside the stadium. He
wanted people to think he had won the marathon, but Frank Shorter knew
better. Frank grew up in southern New York State. It was a strange ending,
but Frank Shorter won the Olympic gold medal in the 1972 games in Munich,
Germany.
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1

Who is this
paragraph about?

2

What aspect of
is this paragraph
about?

							

3

What does the
author want readers
to understand about
of
?

							

4

What sentence in the paragraph states
Underline it.

u

uu u

							
your answer

u

							
your answer

uu

							
your answer

uuu
uuu

?

continue on next page
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Unit 7

PARAGRAPH 3
Polar bears move well on land and ice. However, polar bears are also
excellent swimmers. A polar bear can swim underwater for up to three
minutes. When not underwater, a polar bear can swim for even longer
distances. Polar bear cubs are playful. Scientists tracked one polar bear that
swam 220 miles! Other polar bears swam for up to ten days. Even polar bear
cubs can swim for long distances.

1

What is this
paragraph about?

2

What aspect of
is this paragraph
about?

							

3

What does the
author want readers
to understand about
of
?

							

4

What sentence in the paragraph states
Underline it.

uu u

u

							
your answer

uu

							
your answer

uuu
uuu

?
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u

							
your answer
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PATTERN REFLECTION
How does a paragraph’s main idea connect to our pattern statement:
When similar things are grouped, we can focus on their meaning? How
does a sentence that does not belong in the “group” affect a paragraph?

PARAGRAPHS
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goal

pattern statement

Form paragraphs that are
clear because it is easy to see
how each sentence connects
to one main idea.

When similar things are
grouped, we can focus
on their meaning.

checklist

 Read the draft one paragraph
at a time.

 For each paragraph, ask: "What
do I want to say here? What
point do I want to make?" Ask
yourself:

u Who or what am I writing
about?
u What aspect of the who or
what am I writing about?
u What do I want to tell my
reader about that aspect of
the who or what?

 Identify the sentence that states
that idea. If no such sentence
exists, consider adding one.

 Review every sentence in the

paragraph. If any sentence does
not clearly connect to the main
idea, consider moving or
deleting it.

Unit 7

Your teacher will give you the directions and materials for the activity below.
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Odd one out:
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Odd one out:
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Your teacher will give you the directions and materials for the activity below.
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Odd one out:

Odd one out:

Unit 7

REVISION practice

Paragraphs, Main Ideas, & Supporting Details
You are ready to write a paragraph in each of the following exercises. You
have been given one sentence that clearly states the paragraph's main
idea. This is called a topic sentence.
Do the following for each exercise:
1. Add at least two more sentences that connect to that topic
sentence. (You can make up any information you need.)
2. Use the Paragraphs Checklist (p. 120) to review and revise your
sentences.
The museum has many interesting objects to see. 				

Chill Out has the best ice cream flavors! 						

continue on next page
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I have several hobbies. 								
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Unit 7

GENRE

discovering the pattern
Do you remember the story of Goldilocks? See how much of the story you
and a partner can retell together.
What phrase did Goldilocks to describe something she liked? For example:
“Not too hot and not too cold, but
		

“

Use a dictionary to find the definitions for the words in the chart. Write
the definitions in the space provided.
DEFINITION

DRAWING

insufficient

thorough

overwhelming

In the photograph your teacher is displaying, which bottle has an insufficient
amount of water? Which one has a just right amount of water? Which one is
overwhelmed?
Draw a picture of each bottle next to the definition it represents best.
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WORD
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Think about the meanings of these words: insufficient, thorough,
overwhelming. We can show the relationship of these ideas on a tool like a
number line that is read left to right. The tool is called a continuum. When
you see items placed along a continuum, you can see a pattern.
Where would each of the three words you defined belong on this
continuum? Place each word in the box containing the closest description.

not enough

just right

too much

Circle the word you identified as being an amount that is “just right.”
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Think about these ideas: insufficient, thorough, overwhelming, and just
right. What is the relationship between these ideas? Form a statement
that explains how these ideas connect. Discuss this with your classmates
and teacher, and then complete the pattern statement.

Pattern Statement
Something thorough is
not

,
.

and not
(too little)

(too much)

What other examples illustrate this idea? Where else have you seen
something or someone that was thorough? Write your example below.

Add this pattern statement to page V, next to Unit 7: Informative Report.

Unit 7

The Genre

Informative Report

4 Informative Report is an expository genre.
Expository genres (nonfiction genres) tell readers about a subject.
An Informative Report is an expository genre and is used to provide a
thorough summary of a subject. For example, a writer may tell a reader
about an exciting event from history, such as William and Ellen Craft’s
escape from slavery. Or, a writer may explain how thunderstorms
form. Or, a writer may describe two traits of a champion figure skater.

Great informative reports are thorough. They answer the most
important questions about their subject. However, the report will not
have so many details that a reader feels like she is reading a long list of
facts. The writer works hard to be thorough, succinct, and interesting.
The writer works to make the informative report “just right.” When
a reader feels interested and informed, the report writer has done a
good job!
HOW DOES AN INFORMATIVE REPORT COME TOGETHER?
A writer must find good and interesting information for an informative
report, so before starting to write he acts like a detective. He searches
trustworthy websites, books, and other sources to collect valuable
pieces of information.
For example, a website may say that Sandro Botticelli was born in
Florence, Italy in 1445. A book may tell the writer that Botticelli’s
painting Adoration of the Magi is on display at the Uffizi Gallery in
Florence, Italy. A magazine may show a photo of that painting and
describe the characters in it. The writer will bring each of these pieces,
from different places, together in an informative report.
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When writing an informative report, a writer has many choices to
make about the report’s subject. Sometimes informative reports are
written for specific reasons. For example, an art teacher may assign
writers a subject, such as an important painter. Even then, the writer
has many choices to make. What parts of the painter’s life and work
should be included? Are there interesting details that would make the
report more exciting? The writer has to choose the pieces that will
help create a great report.
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revising within the genre
While writing an Informative Report, be mindful of the two patterns we’ve
experienced:

REVISION

GENRE

When similar things are
grouped, we can focus on
their meaning.

Something thorough is just
right, not insufficient (too
little) and not overwhelming
(too much).

PARAGRAPHS

© 2017 Clerestory Learning/Make Way for Books, LLC. All rights reserved. • writersstylus.com (1806)

128

goal

pattern statement

Form paragraphs that are
clear because it is easy to see
how each sentence connects
to one main idea.

When similar things are
grouped, we can focus
on their meaning.

checklist

 Read the draft one paragraph
at a time.

 For each paragraph, ask: "What
do I want to say here? What
point do I want to make?" Ask
yourself:

u Who or what am I writing
about?
u What aspect of the who or
what am I writing about?
u What do I want to tell my
reader about that aspect of
the who or what?

 Identify the sentence that states
that idea. If no such sentence
exists, consider adding one.

 Review every sentence in the

paragraph. If any sentence does
not clearly connect to the main
idea, consider moving or
deleting it.

Unit 7

The text below is a section of an informative report. Each paragraph can be
improved. Do the following for each paragraph:
1. Underline the topic sentence, the one that clearly states the
paragraph's main idea.
2. Draw a line through any sentences that do not connect to the
paragraph’s main idea.
3. Think about the revision skill goal, pattern statements, and
checklist, and use your revising & proofing marks (p. IV) to make
revisions.
Manatees are large marine animals. They stretch more than ten feet
long and weigh up to 2,000 pounds. They live up to 60 years and never stop
growing. They communicate with squeaks and clicks. Manatees eat up to
ten percent of their body weight, or more than 100 pounds of plants, a day.
Some manatees live near power plants that generate warm water.

toenails and a trunk-like nose similar to an elephant. Manatees can rest
under the water for up to 20 minutes before surfacing to breathe. This nose
is perfect for grabbing plants to eat. Manatees also have muscular, paddlelike tails. These help with swimming while a manatee’s front flippers help
with steering. Manatees are often wounded or killed by boat propellers,
caught in underwater gates, or entangled in fishing gear.
Even a manatee’s teeth are special. Because they eat so much,
manatees wear down their molars. Manatees are slow-moving, nonaggressive, curious creatures that prefer shallow water. As the worn out
molars fall out, a new set moves forward in the animal’s mouth. Manatees
cannot see very well, but they have good hearing and can smell well.
Manatees have four sets of molars so they can keep up all that eating.…
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Besides being big, manatees are funny-looking animals. They have
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PREPARING TO WRITE

Seeing
You will be writing an informative report. Your editor will either assign you a
subject for your report, or guide you as you select a subject. Just like writers
"in the real world," you will research the subject and discover several topics
that might be interesting to readers.
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For example, if a writer is assigned an informative report on William and
Ellen Craft, she may organize her thoughts this way:
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Subject
topics

courage and
cleverness in escape
from slavery

determination to
reunite Ellen's mother
with the rest of her
family

William and
Ellen Craft

dedication to
learning and helping
others in England
determination to
write and share
their story

perseverance
through difficult
times in life

Knowing that she can't write about all these topics, the writer decided
to focus on two: 1) the courage and cleverness in the Crafts' escape from
slavery, and 2) their determination to reunite their family. You will notice the
writer circled these topics to show her choices.

Unit 7

While you are researching your subject, use the chart below to identify
topics. If you need more topic bubbles, add them. Identify two topics you
would like to include in your report and circle your choices.
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EDITOR'S INITIALS

Share your topic
choices with your
editor.

topics

Subject

131

Writer's Stylus: Emerald—Student Portfolio Book 2

PREPARING TO WRITE

Sketching
Once the writer researches her topics on William and Ellen Craft, she
organizes the details she found. She knows she will begin her report with an
interesting anecdote (a very short story) about hearing the Crafts’ escape
story during a museum visit. Then she’s going to develop a paragraph on
each of her topics. Since informative report is an expository genre, she
knows each paragraph should have a main idea. Here's how she may have
figured out her paragraph's main idea:

2

What aspect of
is this paragraph
about?

3

What do I
want readers to
understand about
of
?

u

uu u

William and Ellen Craft
							
your answer

u

The courage and cleverness during the
							
escape of William and Ellen Craft.
							
your answer

uu

William and Ellen Craft showed
							
courage and cleverness during their
							
escape from slavery.
							
your answer

uuu

She may have organized details for her paragraph this way:

Ellen was so well disguised that
she even had dinner with a
ship's captain one evening.

William and Ellen traveled on
a train and even stayed in
hotels during their escape.

Ellen acted like she had an
injured arm and a sore tooth.

Ellen pretended to be a white
slave owner, and William
pretended to be her slave.

Ellen cut her hair and
dressed like a man.

A
IDE
N
I
MA
William and Ellen Craft showed courage
and cleverness during their escape from slavery.

SUPPORTING DETAILS
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1

What is this
paragraph about?

Unit 7

You are ready to organize your paragraph ideas. First, figure out the main
idea for your subject's first topic.
PARAGRAPH 1 — TOPIC 1:

2

What aspect of
is this paragraph
about?

3

What do I
want readers to
understand about
of
?

u

uu u

							
your answer

u

							
							
your answer

uu

							
							
							
your answer

uuu

Now, organize details of this paragraph's main idea. You do not have to
fill all the supporting idea pillars, but you should try to have as many
supporting details as possible for each paragraph.
EA

N ID

SUPPORTING DETAILS

MAI
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1

Who or what is this
paragraph about?
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Figure out the main idea for your subject's second topic.
PARAGRAPH 2 — TOPIC 2:

1

Who or what is this
paragraph about?

2

What aspect of
is this paragraph
about?

3

What do I
want readers to
understand about
of
?

u

uu u

u

							
							
your answer

uu

							
							
							
your answer

uuu

Now, organize details of this paragraph's main idea. You do not have to
fill all the supporting idea pillars, but you should try to have as many
supporting details as possible for each paragraph. Share your work with
your editor.
EA

EDITOR'S INITIALS

N ID

MAI

SUPPORTING DETAILS
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your answer

Unit 7

PREPARING TO WRITE

Shaping
A slant helps a writer think about how the big pieces of information will
come together in a written piece. For example, your informative report
article has two big pieces: 1) your subject, and 2) your topics. A slant
provides a general overview for a piece of writing.
For example, rather than say a report will be about William and Ellen Craft,
a writer might say the report’s slant is the courage and cleverness during
escape and the determination to reunite family of William and Ellen Craft.
The slant for informative report writing emphasizes the topics that the
writer will focus on throughout a report.
Develop a slant for your informative report by adding your topics and
subject below.

Slant

your TOPICS

		

of 		
your SUBJECT

Now read the resulting phrase aloud. That is the slant for your informative
report! Share it with your editor.
EDITOR'S INITIALS
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A central question is the big, overall question the writer tries to answer. For
example, for the informative report on William and Ellen Craft, the writer
may try to answer this central question: How did William and Ellen Craft
show courage, cleverness, and determination during their lives?
What big, overall question(s) will you try to answer with your informative
report? Write your central question on the lines below, and then share it
with your editor.

EDITOR'S INITIALS
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PREPARING TO WRITE

Vision Statement
A vision statement helps a writer figure out how to organize a piece of
writing. It builds on the slant and central question.
For example, our writer might develop the following vision statement for her
informative report on William and Ellen Craft:
“Not Who You Think We Are” presents the courage and
cleverness during escape and the determination to reunite family
of William and Ellen Craft by summarizing important details of
both topics. It answers the central question: How did William and
Ellen Craft show courage, cleverness, and determination during
their lives?
Refer to the example and use the form below to develop a vision
statement for your informational report.

Vision Statement
”

YOUR title

presents 										
YOUR topics

of 												
YOUR subject

by summarizing the details of each topic. It answers the central question(s):

YOUR central question

Review your vision statement with your editor.

EDITOR'S INITIALS
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Your informative report will be made up of four paragraphs:

1

INTRODUCTORY
PARAGRAPH

2

TOPIC 1
PARAGRAPH

3

TOPIC 2
PARAGRAPH

4

CONCLUDING
PARAGRAPH

Since you have the main ideas and supporting details for your topic
paragraphs, you only need two more pieces before you begin drafting your
informative report.
The first section of your informative report will be an introductory
paragraph. A good introductory paragraph accomplishes two things:
1. It sparks a reader’s interest in your subject, and
2. It introduces your subject and topic(s).
Anecdotes (very short stories) often work well to spark a reader’s interest.
For example, our writer might share her experience in a museum when she
first heard about William and Ellen Craft.
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”Even though they could not read or write at the time, these
amazing people made one of the most exciting escapes from
slavery ever.” The museum guide finished her story, and I still
wanted to know more. Who were William and Ellen Craft? How
did showing their courage, cleverness, and determination
make their escape and the rest of their lives possible? What I
discovered made the Crafts seem even more amazing!
Notice how the short, true story catches a reader’s interest and identifies
our writer’s topics (courage, cleverness, determination, etc.). This
introductory paragraph 1) sparks interest, and 2) introduces the subject and
topics. Think about your subject and topics. Is there an anecdote you could
use to spark a reader’s interest and introduce your subject and topics? Use
the space on the next page to develop a possible introductory paragraph.

© 2017 Clerestory Learning/Make Way for Books, LLC. All rights reserved. • writersstylus.com (1806)

Unit 7

139

Writer's Stylus: Emerald—Student Portfolio Book 2

The last part of your informative report will be the conclusion. A good
concluding paragraph does two things:
1. It reminds the reader of your subject and topic(s), and
2. It gives the reader a feeling that you have provided a thorough
presentation of your topics.
For example, here is how our writer may conclude her informative report on
William and Ellen Craft:
William and Ellen Craft overcame many challenges in their lives.
Because of their courage and cleverness, even slavery could
not hold them down. Because of their determination and
persistence, even an ocean could not keep them from finding
family members and bringing them together. The Crafts were
more than amazing. They were and are inspiring. I hope I can show
such courage, cleverness, and determination in my life!
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Notice how the writer reminds readers of her subject and topics without
repeating exactly the same words she used in other paragraphs of the
report. Then she wraps up the report with a final thought. Her readers will
likely feel like she has given them thorough information about the courage,
cleverness, and determination of William and Ellen Craft.
Think about your subject and topics. How can you remind your readers about
them, and give your readers a feeling that you have provided a thorough
presentation of them? Use the space on the next page to develop a possible
concluding paragraph.

Unit 7

Share your introduction and conclusion with your editor.
EDITOR'S INITIALS
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1

2

3

INTRODUCTORY
PARAGRAPH
p. 139

TOPIC 1
PARAGRAPH
p. 133

TOPIC 2
PARAGRAPH
p. 134

Consider sharing
an anecdote to
spark interest
and introduce
your subject and
topics.

Introduce the
main idea of
your first topic
with a strong
topic sentence.
Share supporting
details that
answer the
central question.

Introduce the
main idea of your
second topic
with a strong
topic sentence.
Share supporting
details that
answer the
central question.

4

CONCLUDING
PARAGRAPH
p. 140
Remind readers
of your subject
and topics,
giving them
the feeling you
have provided
a thorough
presentation.

Now you are ready! Begin working on a rough draft of your informative
report by putting its four parts together.
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reflection
PATTERN REFLECTION
Our revision pattern states: When similar things are grouped, we can focus on
their meaning. How does your informative report illustrate this pattern?
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PERSONAL REFLECTION
What have you learned about paragraphs during this unit? How will what you
have learned improve your writing?

Unit 7

X Grammar Pause
direct objects
As you already know, a noun is a word that names a person, place,
thing, or idea. Although it is often the subject of a sentence, did
you know a noun can be more than just a subject? It can be a direct
object. What is a direct object?
A direct object is a noun that 1) follows an action verb, and 2) is
having something done to it.

Ava kicked the ball to Eryn.
SUBJECT ACTION
VERB

NOUN
that is a
DIRECT
OBJECT

Jackson walked his dog.
SUBJECT

ACTION
VERB

NOUN
that is a
DIRECT
OBJECT

Joe will give Trey the pie.
SUBJECT ACTION
VERB

NOUN
that is a
DIRECT
OBJECT

Tanya is singing me a song.
SUBJECT

Do you see how a noun can be a
direct object? Ball is a noun that
follows an action verb and that is
having something done to it (the
ball is being kicked). So, the noun
is a direct object!
Is there a noun that follows an
action verb in this sentence? Yes,
dog. Is the dog having something
done to it? Yes, it is being walked,
so dog is a direct object.
Is there a noun that follows an
action verb in this sentence? Yes,
there are two! Trey and pie. Is one
having something done to it? Yes,
pie (it is being given), so pie is a
direct object.
You try! What is the action verb
in this sentence? Underline it
twice. Is there a noun that follows
the action verb that is having
something done to it? Circle that
direct object. Check your answer.
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FOR EXAMPLE:

ANSWER:
Tanya is singing me a song.
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REMEMBER:
A direct object is a noun that follows an action verb and is having
something done to it.
To identify a direct object:
1. Find the subject and action verb, and
2. Ask "who or what" is having something done to it.
The answer is the direct object.
FOR EXAMPLE:
Rosie will invite Sasha to the party.

1.
Rosie will invite

"who or what"
is having
something
done to it?

2.
Sasha

144
DIRECT OBJECT
Sasha is being invited
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SUBJECT + ACTION VERB

Sally eats eggs, toast, and fruit for breakfast.

1.
Sally eats
SUBJECT + ACTION VERB

"who or what"
is having
something
done to it?

2.
eggs, toast,
fruit
DIRECT OBJECT
All these foods
are being eaten

DOUBLE CHECK! Have you correctly identified the direct object?
After you have identified the parts of your sentence, put them into
this pattern. Read
it aloud. Does it
DIRECT
SUBJECT + ACTION VERB
make sense? If so,
It is
OBJECT
the
you have identified
the direct object
correctly!

Unit 7

DIRECT OBJECTS practice

In each sentence below, the subject is underlined. 1) Underline the action
verb(s) twice. 2) Then circle the direct object(s). The first one has been
done for you.
1. The cooking class students baked cookies that smell delicious!
2. Jose practices his saxophone every afternoon.
3. The boys built a dinosaur out of blocks.
4. Libby drew a picture of the old table.
5. Sean brushed his teeth after supper.
6. Mia sailed her beautiful boat on Saturday.
7. The cat carried the stick around the corner.
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9. The tornado destroyed our empty barn and blew many trees down.
10. The kitten batted the ball across the room.
11. Logan will buy a glove, bat, and hat for the upcoming baseball season.
12. That pencil sharpener ate my pencil!
13. We will check your luggage at the airport.
14. Lilly broke her arm at camp last week.
15. A scientist discovered a dinosaur bone in our backyard!
16. Avery gets the puck and then takes a shot.
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8. Nora enjoys running and photography.
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DIRECT OBJECTS practice

Complete each sentence below. Include a direct object in your sentence.
The subject and action verbs have been identified for you.
1. Skylar threw

2. Our team easily won

3. David brought

4. The tiger chased

© 2017 Clerestory Learning/Make Way for Books, LLC. All rights reserved. • writersstylus.com (1806)

146
Now write an original sentence that has at least one action verb and one
direct object.
5.

See if a friend nearby can identify your action verb(s) and direct object(s).

Unit 7

X Grammar Pause
INDIRECT objects
As you now know, a noun can be a subject or a direct object in a
sentence. It can ALSO be an indirect object.
An indirect object is a noun that 1) follows an action verb, and
2) comes before a direct object. An indirect object is a noun that
the action is for or to.

Emily sent Kayla a message.
NOUN
SUBJECT
ACTION that is an
VERB INDIRECT
OBJECT

NOUN
that is a
DIRECT
OBJECT

Tyler gave his dog a treat.
NOUN
SUBJECT ACTION NOUN
VERB that is an that is a
INDIRECT DIRECT
OBJECT OBJECT

Mia drew Sophie a picture.
NOUN
NOUN
SUBJECT
ACTION that is an that is a
VERB INDIRECT DIRECT
OBJECT OBJECT

Tanya is singing me a song.
SUBJECT

Do you see how a noun can be an
indirect object? Kayla is a noun
that follows an action verb and
that comes before a direct object
(message). It is who or what the
action is for. So, the noun is an
indirect object!
147
Is there a noun that follows an
action verb and comes before a
direct object? Yes, dog. Is dog the
noun the action is to? Yes. So, dog
is an indirect object.
Is there a noun that follows an
action verb and comes before
a direct object? Yes, Sophie. Is
Sophie the noun the action is
for? Yes. So, Sophie is an indirect
object.
You try! What is the action verb
in this sentence? Underline it
twice. Is there a noun that follows
the action verb AND that comes
before a direct object? Put a box
around that indirect object. Check
your answer.
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FOR EXAMPLE:

ANSWER:
Tanya is singing me a song.
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REMEMBER:
A direct object is a noun that follows an action verb and comes
before an indirect object. It is a noun the action is for or to.
To identify an indirect object:
1. Find the subject and the action verb.
2. Ask "who or what" (this is the direct object).
3. Then, ask "to or for whom or what."
The answer is the indirect object.
Use these steps to identify the indirect objects in the following
examples. Notice, you will identify the direct object first.
Caleb threw Jasmine the baseball.
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1.

2.

3.

Caleb threw

baseball

Jasmine

SUBJECT + ACTION VERB

DIRECT OBJECT
who or what?

INDIRECT OBJECT
to or for whom

Wyatt will give Mason a backpack.

1.

2.

3.

Wyatt will give

backpack

Mason

SUBJECT + ACTION VERB

DIRECT OBJECT
who or what?

INDIRECT OBJECT
to or for whom

My mom bought my sister an iguana.

1.

2.

3.

mom bought

iguana

sister

SUBJECT + ACTION VERB

DIRECT OBJECT
who or what?

INDIRECT OBJECT
to or for whom

Unit 7

DOUBLE CHECK!
Have you correctly identified the indirect object?
After you have identified the parts of your sentence, put
them into this pattern. Read it aloud. Does it make sense?
If so, you have identified the indirect object correctly!

INDIRECT
OBJECT

is to SUBJECT + ACTION VERB
or for
whom/
what

DIRECT
OBJECT

INDIRECT OBJECTS practice

In each sentence below, the subject is underlined.
1. Underline the action verb(s) twice.

149

3. Draw a box around the indirect object(s).
The first one has been done for you.
1. Grandpa made Seth a sandwich.

2. Mrs. Thomas assigned her students a new project.

3. After dinner, Mom read Kent a new book.

4. Katie bought her mom flowers.

5. Nana gave Brooklyn a cup of water.
continue on next page

4
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2. Circle the direct object(s).
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6. Mr. Mills sent the parents a reminder about the science fair.

7. The librarian handed Ella a book.

8. My dad left our server a tip.

9. Isiah sold Hailey a soda.

10. Our coach gave Tonya the award for most improved player.

11. The guide showed Jack and me a shortcut to the cabin.

12. Rex gave Maria coins and stamps from his collections.
150
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13. Krista told Ethan and Chloe a funny story.

14. My grandfather gave my brother an old watch.

15. Dad gave Malik an idea for his story.

16. The dog brought Taya and Daniel their slippers.

Unit 7

X Grammar Pause
OBJECT PRONOUNS
Just like nouns, pronouns can be direct and indirect objects. When
pronouns act like a direct or indirect object (or even an object of a
preposition), they must be object pronouns.
object pronouns

me

you

him

her

it

us

them

FOR EXAMPLE:
My brother gave me a ticket to the show.

PRONOUN
that is an
INDIRECT
OBJECT

NOUN
that is a
DIRECT
OBJECT

151

Do you see how a pronoun can be an indirect object? Me
is a pronoun that follows an action verb (gave) and that
comes before a direct object (ticket). It is who or what the
action is for. The pronoun is acting like an indirect object.
When a pronoun is a direct or indirect object, it is an object
pronoun!
OBJECT
PRONOUN

1.

2.

3.

brother gave

ticket

me

SUBJECT + ACTION VERB

DIRECT OBJECT
who or what is having
something done to it?

INDIRECT OBJECT
action is being taken
to or for whom?
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REMEMBER:
Whenever a pronoun is used as a direct or indirect object, it must be
an object pronoun. There are two more types of pronouns: a subject
pronoun and a possessive pronoun. We'll study those later.
FOR EXAMPLE:
Jan will invite them to the party.

1.

2.

Jan will invite

them

SUBJECT + ACTION VERB

DIRECT OBJECT
who or what?

OBJECT
PRONOUN

Our teacher gave us a quiz on object pronouns.
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OBJECT
PRONOUN

1.

2.

3.

Teacher gave

quiz

us

SUBJECT + ACTION VERB

DIRECT OBJECT
who or what?

INDIRECT OBJECT
to or for whom

Lola suddenly passed him the soccer ball.

OBJECT
PRONOUN

1.

2.

3.

Lola passed

ball

him

SUBJECT + ACTION VERB

DIRECT OBJECT
who or what?

INDIRECT OBJECT
to or for whom

Unit 7

OBJECT PRONOUNS practice

In each sentence below,

1. Find the object pronoun(s).
2. If the object pronoun is a direct object, circle it.
3. If the object pronoun is an indirect object, box it.
The first one has been done for you.
1. Tom brought her a notebook.

2. Paula invited us to the surprise party.

3. After breakfast, my sister played them in tennis.

4. My dad brought it a treat from the bagel shop.
153

6. Our grandparents gave us ice cream before supper!

7. Lucy tossed him a water balloon.

8. Nathan told them the secret.

9. On Friday, Amy will give you a ticket to the hockey game.

10. Aunt Jade drives them and me to the golf course.

11. Erik passed me in the race.
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5. Dave will give me a glass of lemonade.
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X Grammar Pause
LINKING VERBS
Are all verbs action verbs? NO! There are verbs that connect parts
of a sentence together. They are called linking verbs.
A linking verb is a word that connects the subject of a
sentence to a noun, a pronoun, or an adjective. A linking verb
is NOT an action verb and is NOT connected to an action verb.
You will probably recognize linking verbs easily. They are usually
a form of the verb "to be":
LINKING VERBS

am

is

are

was

were

be

being

been

FOR EXAMPLE
154

SINGULAR

PLURAL
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PRESENT TENSE

I am a drummer.

We are very happy.

You are excited about riding.

You are students in this class.

She is the champion.

They are the winners.
PAST TENSE

I was a volleyball player.

We were ready for the test.

You were the last visitor.

You were the quietest
students at lunch.

He was sleepy.

They were tired after the trip.
FUTURE TENSE

I will be sad when Grandma
leaves.

We will be a tough team.

You will be the leader today.

You will be the first students
in the library.

It will be vacation time soon.

They will be loud at recess.

Unit 7

LINKING VERBS vs. action verbs practice
In each sentence below, the subject and verbs are underlined. Look closely
at each sentence.
1. Write A if the verb is an action verb.
2. Write L if the verb is a linking verb.
The first one has been has been done for you.
1. Rex is a goalie on his soccer team.
2. Our teachers were at the band concert last night.
3. My socks are yellow.
4. My friends will be late to the party.
5. Nan and Grant ran to the ice cream truck.
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6. Our band won first place in the state competition!
7. Kirsten and Emily are the tallest students in our class.
8. The sun is very hot today.
9. Todd ate the carrots but not the crackers in his lunch.
10. That pizza will be delicious!
11. Our neighbors play basketball in their driveway.
12. I was the fastest swimmer on the team.
13. Peter was very excited about the chess game.
continue on next page

4
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14. Honey made her amazing chocolate pie!
15. Your book is in my backpack.
16. We will be the last ones in the restaurant.

CHALLENGE
At the beginning of this unit, you learned what helping verbs are and
may have noticed linking verbs can be the same words as helping verbs.
However, these verbs are different from each other. Which of the following
statements is true?
A. A linking verb is an action verb.
B. A linking verb is NOT connected to an action verb, but a helping
verb IS connected to an action verb.
C. A helping verb connects parts of a sentence together.
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ANSWER: B
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X Grammar Pause
PREDICATE NOUNS
"Predicate?" What does that mean? It means to proclaim. In a
sentence, a predicate noun follows a linking verb and "proclaims"
what a subject is, or, a predicate noun is what/whom the subject is.

FOR EXAMPLE
Mr. Mills is my teacher.
SUBJECT LINKING
VERB

PREDICATE
NOUN

Our team will be winners.
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SUBJECT LINKING PREDICATE
VERB
NOUN

There is a noun that follows a
linking verb. Does it "proclaim"
what the subject is? Yes, the
predicate noun (teacher) = the
subject (Mr. Mills).
There is a noun that follows a
linking verb. Does it "proclaim"
what the subject is? Yes, the
predicate noun (winners) = the
subject (team).

To identify a predicate noun:
1. Find the subject
2. Find the verb. If it is a linking verb, continue.
If not, there will not be a predicate noun.
3. Find a noun that follows the linking verb.
(NOTE: It cannot be in a prepositional phrase)
4. Ask, "Is the noun what/whom the subject is?"
Or, "Does the noun = the subject?"
If yes, you have identified a predicate noun.
USE THE STEPS TO IDENTIFY THE
PREDICATE NOUN IN THIS SENTENCE
Piper was my counselor at camp.
1. Piper (subject) 2. was (linking verb) 3. counselor (noun that follows
linking verb) 4. counselor = Piper » Is counselor the predicate noun in
this sentence? Yes because counselor is what/whom the subject is.

Unit 7

PREDICATE NOUNS practice
In each sentence below,

1. Underline the subject(s) once.
2. Underline the verb twice.
3. Circle the predicate noun.
The first one has been done for you.
1. Mrs. Ward will be my teacher next year.

2. The beagle by the fence is my dog.

3. After church, my brother was the first one in the car.

4. Jordan and Carter were the players in the red shirts.

5. I am a student in karate class.

6. Before breakfast, my brother is a sleepyhead!

7. These cookies are the creations of Mr. Clark.

8. That bus is the one from Atlanta.

9. Olivia will be our guide on the hike.

10. Cullen was the leader yesterday.
continue on next page

4
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11. Noah is the climber near the top of the wall.

12. During the school play, I was an usher.

13. Greg and Alex are the actors in today’s one-act play.

14. Your backpack is the one by the door.

15. Brianna will be the captain of our team.

16. After school, Miss Palmer was our crossing guard.
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GRAMMARIANS STRIKE AGAIN!
Grammarians are very serious about language mechanics.
Sometimes they call a predicate noun a "predicate nominative."
Grammarians LOVE words, so sometimes they give things
more than one name. They can't help themselves!

Unit 7

predicate nouns VS. direct objects vs.
indirect objects practice
In each sentence below, one word is bolded.

1. Write PN if the word is a predicate noun.
2. Write DO if the word is a direct object.
3. Write IO if the word is an indirect object.
TIP: It may be helpful to identify the subject and verb first. The first one
has been has been done for you.
1. Our neighbor gave my brother a baseball glove.
2. Mrs. Bates is our coach.
3. Nick plays the drums in the band.
4. Dad gave Brynn new skis for her birthday.
5. Joey and Jake were the first runners across the finish line.
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6. Jasmine pitched the softball.
7. My coach is a fan of the Atlanta Braves.
8. Jon sent Amber the notes from science class.
9. They are our teammates.
10. Jan passed the ball to Kim.
11. We are the club for chess players.
12. This place is my favorite restaurant.
13. Colin brought his mother the note from the principal.
14. Emma will be the manager of the new hospital.
15. I drank the water quickly.
16. I was a member of the show choir.
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X Grammar Pause
SUBJECT PRONOUNS
Just like nouns, pronouns can be predicate nouns. When a pronoun
acts like a predicate noun, it must be a subject pronoun.
SUBJECT pronouns

I

you

he

she

it

we

they

FOR EXAMPLE
A tennis player am I.
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SUBJECT LINKING
VERB
PRONOUN as
PREDICATE
NOUN
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The actors are they by the door.
SUBJECT LINKING
VERB
PRONOUN as
PREDICATE
NOUN

My best friends are Tori and she.
CAN YOU POINT OUT THE SUBJECT?
LINKING VERB? SUBJECT PRONOUN?

There is a pronoun that
follows a linking verb. Is it
who/what the subject is?
Yes, I (the predicate noun) =
player (the subject).

There is a pronoun that
follows a linking verb. Is it
who/what the subject is?
Yes, they (the predicate
noun) = actors (the subject).

There is a pronoun that
follows a linking verb. Is it
who/what the subject is?
Yes, she (the predicate noun)
= friend (the subject).

WAIT! THESE SENTENCES SOUND A LITTLE…FUNNY!
Sometimes when we talk, we aren't as careful about using correct
grammar as when we write. So, if we rely on what sounds familiar,
we may not use pronouns properly when we write.
To write correctly, you need to select the proper pronoun. If the
pronoun is an object, use an object pronoun. If the pronoun is a
subject or predicate noun, use a subject pronoun.

Unit 7

SUBJECT PRONOUNS practice

In each sentence below, a subject pronoun should be used as a predicate
noun. Circle the pronoun in parentheses that is correct. The first one has
been done for you.
1. A member of the choir am ( I me ).
2. My brothers are ( they them ) next to the bus stop.
3. The winners of the contest were Wesley and ( him he ).
4. Our bus driver is ( she her ).
5. Our school’s fastest runner is ( her she ).
6. The first ones in line will be ( we us ).

8. Our line leaders today are Riley and ( she her ).
9. Mason, Jayden, and Zoe are ( them they ) at the water fountain.
10. The trumpet players from the band are ( us we ).
11. Our coaches are Mr. Cruse and ( he him ).
12. My piano teacher is ( her she ).
13. The cross country team are ( us we ).
14. The best cooks are Logan and ( she her ).
15. Ava is ( she her ) on the right side of the stage.
16. A tough team to beat are ( them they ).
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7. Aiden is ( him he ) near the doorway.
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