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Unit 5
MECHANICS
4	 What is an ADJECTIVE?
An adjective is a word that describes a noun or pronoun.

z   do adjectives require special punctuation?
Yes, if there is more than one adjective side by side that describe the same noun. 

These are called adjectives in a series, and they get separated by commas. 
FOR EXAMPLE

The small, purple door led to a huge, colorful room.

Micah sent a clear, lengthy, and detailed message to his young, Irish cousin.

The cake is moist and delicious!

 

Adjectives may be common or proper.

ADJECTIVE EXAMPLES

The server in the Japanese restaurant brought salty fish for us to try.
The Swiss chocolate was delicious!

an adjective can teLL:

How Many What Color What Size 
or Shape What Kind Which One

five cars red hat
large, square 

window
vanilla  

ice cream
this 

magazine

common adjective PROPER adjective

A common adjective is a word that 
describes a noun or pronoun in a 
general way. Common pronouns are 
not capitalized, like:

soft, intelligent, cloudy, disgusting,  
purple, and tall

A proper adjective is a descriptive 
word that is formed from a proper 
noun. Proper adjectives are always 
capitalized, like:

Korean, Martian, Constitutional,  
French, Arthurian
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MECHANICS Practice
Commas & Adjectives

In the sentences below, circle each adjective. (Do not circle the articles a, an, and the.) 
Then draw an arrow from each adjective to the noun or pronoun it describes. Use your 
revising & proofing marks (p. X) to add commas where they are needed. The first one has 
been done for you.

1.	 The cool crisp wind blew through my wet hair. 

2.	 The calm quiet classroom surprised Miss Gordon.

3.	 A small cold and frightened puppy emerged from the dark foggy forest.

4.	 Tulips grow well in spongy moist soil.

5.	 That car is fast sleek and expensive.

6.	 The hungry ferocious tiger hid in the long blades of grass.

7.	 Traci heard the loud lonely cry of a nearby wolf.

8.	 Jack was late and had to miss the birthday party.

written reflection
Does the use of commas with adjectives in a series remind you of another place commas 
are used? (Think: nouns!) How is the use of commas similar in both places?

	

	

	



Unit 5

©
 2

0
16

 C
le

re
st

or
y 

Le
ar

ni
ng

/M
ak

e 
W

ay
 f

or
 B

oo
ks

, L
LC

. A
ll 

ri
gh

ts
 r

es
er

ve
d.

 • 
 w

ri
te

rs
st

yl
us

.c
om

 (1
71

0
)

3

MECHANICS Practice
Commas & Adjectives

In the sentences below, fill in each blank with an adjective. Then draw an arrow from each 
adjective to the noun or pronoun it describes. Use your revising & proofing marks (p. X) to 
add commas where they are needed. The first one has been done for you.

1.	 My cold hands were happy to be wearing the thick warm mittens.

2.	 The                            cottage seemed                            in the woods by itself.

3.	                                                          and                            clouds threatened to ruin the picnic.

4.	 The zoo welcomed a                                                         and                            elephant.

5.	 Bryce said the                              forest was not as                              as it looked.

6.	 Hannah’s                                                           backpack disappeared from the hallway.

7.	 He is the                              gentleman sitting by the                              desk.

8.	 The salad was                                                          and                            .

Write an original sentence that illustrates the use of a comma with adjectives in a series.
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4	 What is a PRONOUN?
A pronoun is a word that takes a noun’s place. (The prefix pro means “substitute.”)

The noun to which a pronoun refers is called an antecedent.

When using pronouns:

the pronoun’s antecedent must be obvious to the reader

the pronoun must agree with its antecedent in number; a singular 
pronoun must refer to a singular noun, and a plural pronoun must refer 
to a plural noun

the pronoun must agree with its antecedent in gender; a female 
pronoun must refer to a female noun, and a masculine pronoun must 
refer to a masculine noun

Mark heard his mother telling a story. She was using a variety of puppets.

After Mark finished some homework, he watched the end of the puppet 
show.

Then Mark took the dog  with him as he walked around the block.

A few neighbors watched from windows as the dog passed by them.

noun pronoun

 Mary said Mary  
could pick up the supplies. 

Mary said she could  
pick up the supplies.

she takes the place of
the noun Mary

Example:
Molly can't fall asleep without a blanket over her. 

antecedent pronoun

Example:
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MECHANICS Practice 
Pronouns

Place each first-person pronoun (the person speaking) from the list in the correct column 
(singular or plural) in the table below. The first one has been done for you.

singular pluralfirst-person 
pronoun list

I

us

our

my

me

we

mine

ours

Place each third-person pronoun (the person or thing being spoken about) from the list in 
the correct column (singular or plural) in the table below. The first one has been done for you.

singular pluralthird-person 
pronoun list

he

they

her

its

them

she

it

his

theirs

him

hers

their

I

he

continue on next page 4 
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NOTE: Second-person pronouns refer to the person being spoken to. Second-person 
pronouns: you, your, and yours can be either singular or plural. 

Place each singular third-person pronoun (the person or thing being spoken about) from 
the list in the correct column (singular or plural) in the table below. The first one has been 
done for you.

In the sentences that follow, circle each pronoun. Draw an arrow from each pronoun to its 
antecedent. The first one has been done for you.

1.	 After Melody’s speech, she was elected class president. 

2.	 Bradley was surprised to see that the winning project was his.

3.	 After talking to the pet store manager, Blaze sent a job application to her.

4.	 Jenny said that she would take out the trash before it starts to smell.

5.	 Bryan and Wayne paid the clerk, making the tiny puppy theirs.

6.	 While she was being interviewed, Rosa continued to work in the garden.

7.	 The hockey coach sent Matthew and Avery into the game and encouraged them to 

shoot if they got a chance.

8.	 Madelyn, are you going to the race next week?

masculine feminine neutral

            he

third-person 
pronoun list

he

it

she

her

him

hers

his

its
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9.	 Beneath the rose bush, the dog found a bone it had buried three weeks ago.

10.	 Students, when you arrive at the school, please be sure to take everything that belongs 
to you.

11.	 Sheila said the robot with the winning blue ribbon is hers.

In each space below, write the best pronoun for completing the sentence. Draw an arrow 
from the added pronoun to its antecedent. The first one has been done for you.

1.	 I visited Boston and think    it   would be a great place to live.

2.	 Mark's parents were very supportive of                             , so                              sent                              
a thank you note and a few small gifts.

3.	 Denise was surprised to see that the found necklace was                              .

4.	 Antoine’s friends threw                               a surprise birthday party, and                               
nearly fainted from the shock.

5.	 I’ve eaten at that restaurant before and think                               is a good choice for 
tonight’s dinner.

6.	 After Sherman’s presentation,                               was surprised to see the audience 
standing and applauding.

7.	 Marla was finished with the red paint, so                               let Matthew take                               
to use on his painting.

8.	 With Shane’s great voice,                               could win one of those TV singing contests!
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4	 What is a POSSESSIVE?
To possess means “to own.” So a possessive noun or adjective shows ownership.

For example:

POSSESSIVE ADJECTIVE

David's dog loves to play catch.

POSSESSIVE NOUN

David's is the dog playing catch.

to form possessives, follow these guidelines

IF THE NOUN IS… AND ENDS IN… ADD…
TO FORM THIS 

SINGULAR 
POSSESSIVE

singular — 's teacher's

For example:

The cat’s fur was black with white specks.

Our attorney clearly stated the argument’s main points.

The archivist came across a genius’s journals in the library’s basement.

Mr. Michaels’s lost car keys were found in the desk’s bottom drawer.

Janice’s are the fastest pitches.

IF THE NOUN IS… AND ENDS IN… ADD…
TO FORM THIS 

PLURAL POSSESSIVE

plural s ' churches'

For example:

The cars’ drivers ended their argument and headed to the start line.

Both of the lawyers’ arguments were convincing.

The clerk counted the politicians’ votes and announced the decision. 

The Smiths’ dog got out and dug up the Rodriguezes’ yard.

That lawnmower is the Autreys’.

IF THE NOUN IS… AND ENDS IN… ADD…
TO FORM THIS 

PLURAL POSSESSIVE

plural something other than s 's mice's

For example:

A bunch of raccoons stole the children’s lunches.

The geese’s flight path took them over the oxen’s grazing field.
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MECHANICS Practice
Possessives

For each possessive below, determine whether it is singular possessive or plural 
possessive. Write an S in the blank if the word is singular possessive. Write a P in the 
blank if the word is plural possessive. The first one has been done for you.

	 	   1.	 boy's

	 	   2. 	 dog's

	 	   3. 	 Mrs. Hughes's

	 	   4. 	 cookies’

	 	   5. 	 president's

	 	   6. 	 Chris's

For each item below, form the possessive of the noun in parentheses that completes the 
sentence. Write that possessive in the blank.

1.	 (Sandy)                     cat chased the string across the room.

2.	 (parents) Our                                     favorite tree had to be cut down.

3.	 (boss) I borrowed my                                     tablet for the day.

4.	 (rhinoceros) The                                     actions made the safari team nervous.

5.	 (wolf) That                                     favorite spot is under those two pine trees.

6.	 (Gladys)                                      school is closed for the holiday weekend.

7.	 (gloves) The                                     design featured stripes and geometric shapes.

8.	 (captain) The crew found the                                     missing hat beneath a barrel.

9.	 (Jonas) The keys we found are                                     .

10.	 (magazine) The                                     title was hidden by the other pieces of mail.

11.	 (woman) That                                     uniform indicates that she is a police officer.

	 	   7. 	 mice's

	 	   8. 	 squirrel's

	 	   9. 	 stores'

	 	  10. 	 books'

	 	  11. 	 shoe's

S

Sandy's
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4	 POSSESSIVEs: adjectives vs NoUNS
Though they are formed from nouns, possessives can be either nouns or adjectives in 
sentences.

z   What difference does it make?
	 Some words are like actors and actresses; the role they play can change. 

When an actor enters the stage, he wears a costume that fits his 
character. If he is playing a pirate, he is dressed like a pirate. 

	 Words like possessives do not wear costumes, but they do change cases. 
A word’s case is the form it takes, and like an actor’s costume, it can 
change when its role changes. So, to determine the correct case or form 
of a word to use, you have to figure out what role the word is playing in the 
sentence. (This will make more sense when we examine pronouns in the 
next section.) 

when is a possessive
an adjective?

when is a possessive
a noun?

Adjectives describe or modify 
nouns and pronouns (Modify means 
that the adjective limits or changes 
the meaning of the noun.) They 
explain what kind (a fake spider), 
how many (seven glasses), and which 
one (that cookie). Adjectives can also 
indicate possession (the principal’s 
office). A possessive is an adjective 
when it is followed by a noun.

For example:

Manuel’s bike was the first to cross the 
finish line. 

Which bike? Manuel’s.

I handed Abby’s letter to the mail 
carrier. 

Which letter? Abby's.

The men's shoes are located at the 
back of the store.

What kind of shoes? Men's.

A possessive is a noun when it 
stands alone, not followed by a noun. 
It may be the subject of a sentence 
or a predicate noun, which follows a 
linking verb and renames or equals 
the subject. 

For example:

Samantha’s is the best science project.

Samantha’s is the subject.

The fastest car is John’s.

John’s is a predicate noun: John’s equals car.

The women’s was the fastest relay 
team.

Women’s is the subject.

Today’s winning poem is George’s.
George’s is a predicate noun: George’s equals 

poem.
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MECHANICS Practice
Possessive Nouns vs. Adjectives

A possessive is bolded in each sentence below. If the bolded possessive is a noun, write 
an S above it if it is a subject; write a PN above it if it is a predicate noun. If the bolded 
possessive is an adjective, circle it and draw an arrow to the noun it describes or modifies. 
The first two have been done for you.

1.	 The nurse gave Cyrus's medical records to the doctor.

2.	 Samantha’s is the horse with the white spot above its nose.

3.	 After the judging, the science fair’s top prize was given to Manuel.

4.	 That new car is Miss Murray’s.

5.	 When the Williams’ cat saw the mouse, it pounced.

6.	 With Janice’s permission, the teacher displayed the painting in the school gallery.

7.	 Those players’ are the brightest uniforms!

8.	 Chad’s homework blew down the street toward the river.

9.	 Before the game, a jokester hid the referee’s whistle.

10.	 Alice’s is the winning sculpture.

11.	 Lane found Kelly’s missing locker key outside on the sidewalk.

12.	 After Mario’s long soccer practice, we went to Diane’s Diner for supper.

13.	 The fastest relay team is Heather’s!

14.	 The trees’ branches sagged under the wet snow.

15.	 A photographer’s gear can be quite heavy.

16.	 Alonzo’s was the best speech.

17.	 The band's instruments were behind the stage.

S
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MECHANICS Practice
Possessives vs Subject Pronouns

Underline the pronouns in each sentence below. (Ignore the pronoun who for now.) If a 
pronoun is a subject, write an S above it; write PN above it if it is a predicate noun; write 
PS above it if it is a possessive. (Some pronouns may have more than one label!) The first 
one has been done for you.

1.	 Mine were the brightest t-shirts.

2.	 Yours is the best robot.

3.	 Gary and I distributed the flyers about the class play.

4.	 These cupcakes are yours and hers.

5.	 The orchestra members are they.

6.	 She and Karen gave visitors a tour of the school.

7.	 He is the captain of the team, and I am the co-captain.

8.	 Hers was the game-winning goal.

9.	 You and he may go swimming this afternoon.

10.	 Theirs are the funniest skits.

possessive pronouns SUBJECT PRONOUNS

Use a possessive pronoun to replace 
possessive nouns, not possessive 
adjectives. 

PRONOUNS

mine, yours, his, hers, ours, theirs

For example:

Mine was the highest-flying rocket.

Use subject pronouns to replace nouns 
(not possessive) playing the role of 
subject or predicate noun.

PRONOUNS

I, you, he, she, it, we, they

For example:

The contest winner is you!

S, PS

continue on next page 4 

4	 What about pronouns & possessives?

pronouns can replace possessives pronouns can be subjects & 
predicate nouns

When you replace a possessive noun 
playing the role of subject or predicate 
noun, use a possessive pronoun: mine, 
yours, his, hers, ours, theirs.

For example:

Mrs. Grazer’s were the the tastiest cinnamon 
rolls becomes Hers were the tastiest 
cinnamon rolls.

These paintings are Micah’s becomes  
These paintings are his.

Just like possessives that are nouns, 
a possessive pronoun stands alone. 
It is not followed by a noun. In fact, a 
noun should never follow five of the 
six possessive pronouns: mine, yours, 
hers, ours, or theirs. The pronoun his 
can be a pronoun or an adjective. When 
would it be an adjective rather than a 
possessive pronoun?

z NOTICE that even though they are 
possessives, these pronouns do not use an 
apostrophe. Only use an apostrophe when 
you are forming the possessive case of a 
noun. Pronouns are apostrophe-free!

Pronouns can be subjects and 
predicate nouns when they are not 
possessives. When you replace a 
regular (not possessive) noun that is 
playing the role of subject or predicate 
noun, use a subject pronoun: I, you, he, 
she, it, we, they.

For example:

Kevin said, "Jeff and Kevin made up a song 
about the governor’s visit." becomes "Jeff and 
I made up a song about the governor’s visit."

Jennifer and Amy scored the only goals 
becomes They scored the only goals.

The judge is that woman becomes The judge 
is she.

Pronouns can play other roles, too. For 
now, let’s work with possessive and 
subject pronouns.
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MECHANICS Practice
Possessives vs Subject Pronouns

Underline the pronouns in each sentence below. (Ignore the pronoun who for now.) If a 
pronoun is a subject, write an S above it; write PN above it if it is a predicate noun; write 
PS above it if it is a possessive. (Some pronouns may have more than one label!) The first 
one has been done for you.

1.	 Mine were the brightest t-shirts.

2.	 Yours is the best robot.

3.	 Gary and I distributed the flyers about the class play.

4.	 These cupcakes are yours and hers.

5.	 The orchestra members are they.

6.	 She and Karen gave visitors a tour of the school.

7.	 He is the captain of the team, and I am the co-captain.

8.	 Hers was the game-winning goal.

9.	 You and he may go swimming this afternoon.

10.	 Theirs are the funniest skits.

possessive pronouns SUBJECT PRONOUNS

Use a possessive pronoun to replace 
possessive nouns, not possessive 
adjectives. 

PRONOUNS

mine, yours, his, hers, ours, theirs

For example:

Mine was the highest-flying rocket.

Use subject pronouns to replace nouns 
(not possessive) playing the role of 
subject or predicate noun.

PRONOUNS

I, you, he, she, it, we, they

For example:

The contest winner is you!

S, PS

continue on next page 4 

z   How are pronouns used for groups?
	 When a group represents one whole unit, use a singular pronoun. For example: 

The team won its game. (The team acted as one unit, so team is singular.)

	 When a sentence refers to all members of the group as individuals (a collective 
noun), use a plural pronoun. For example: The team practiced their foul shots in 
the gymnasium. (All team members practiced individually, so team is plural.)

	 To figure out which pronoun to use, look closely at the content of a sentence. 
If the group is a unit (a noun), use a singular pronoun. If the group refers to 
individual members (a collective noun), use a plural pronoun.
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11.	 Ours was the project with the tornado generator!

12.	 It is I who is calling the doctor.

13.	 He and she visited the museum yesterday.

14.	 The best singer is she.

15.	 Manny and I were sent into the game.

16.	 Mine is the notebook with the red cover.

4	 What else can pronouns do?

pronouns can act as possessive adjectives

Some pronouns act as possessive 
adjectives in sentences: my, your, his, 

her, its, our, their.

For example:

Keith's action camera is waterproof  
becomes His action camera is waterproof.

The cat's bowl is next to the refrigerator 
becomes Its bowl is next to the refrigerator.

Just like possessives that are 
adjectives, a possessive pronoun has 
a noun that it describes or modifies. 
Which camera is waterproof? His 
camera. Which bowl is near the 
refrigerator? Its bowl.

z NOTICE that even though they are possessives, these pronouns do not use an 
apostrophe. Pronouns are apostrophe-free!

The pronoun his can be a pronoun or an adjective. When is it a possessive adjective 
rather than a possessive pronoun?
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pronouns can act as OBJECTS

Pronouns can be objects when they are not possessives. When you replace a 
regular (not possessive) noun that is playing the role of direct object, indirect 
object, or an object of a preposition, use an object pronoun: me, you, him, her, it, 
us, them.

direct object indirect object object of a 
preposition

A direct object is a 
noun or pronoun that 
follows an action 
verb and receives 
the action. It tells a 
reader who or what 
experiences the action 
indicated by the verb.

For example:

Brian kicked the ball.

action verb: kicked 
direct object: ball

Kelly saw it across the room.

action verb: saw 
direct object: it

An indirect object is a 
noun or pronoun that 
follows an action verb 
and precedes a direct 
object. It tells a reader 
to whom or what or 
for whom or what the 
action indicated by the 
verb is done.

For example:

Brian kicked Maria the ball.

action verb: kicked 
direct object: ball 

indirect object: Maria

Kelly sent her a card.

action verb: sent 
direct object: card 
indirect object: her

An object of a 
preposition is a noun 
or pronoun that 
follows a preposition. 
A preposition is a word 
that shows location, 
movement or direction, 
time, or some other 
relationship between 
the object object of a 
preposition and the rest 
of the sentence.

For example:

Brian kicked the ball 
to Maria.

preposition: to 
object of the preposition: 

Maria

Kelly mailed the card across 
the country.

preposition: across 
object of the preposition: 

country
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on-demand writing
Write an explanation of how the following sentences are different from one another:

      Chelsea sent Brittney an invitation.      :      Chelsea sent an invitation to Brittney.      

	

	

	

	

	

Rewrite one of the sentences using pronouns in place of Chelsea and Brittney.

	

Here is a chart showing all four of the pronoun forms you've studied:

possessive 
pronouns

SUBJECT 
PRONOUNS

POSSESSIVE 
ADJECTIVES

OBJECT 
PRONOUNS

Use a possessive 
pronoun 
to replace 
possessive 
nouns, not 
possessive 
adjectives. 

Use subject 
pronouns to 
replace nouns 
(not possessive) 
playing the role 
of subject or 
predicate noun.

Use possessive 
adjectives 
to replace 
possessive 
adjectives 
formed from 
nouns.

Use object 
pronouns to 
replace nouns 
playing the role 
of direct object, 
indirect object, 
or object of a 
preposition.

PRONOUNS
mine, yours, his, 
hers, ours, theirs

For example:

Mine was the 
highest-flying rocket.

PRONOUNS
I, you, he, she, it, 

we, they

For example:

The contest winner 
is you!

PRONOUNS
my, your, his, her, 

its, our, their

For example:

Your painting is 
stunning!

PRONOUNS
me, you, him, her, 

it, us, them

For example:

Mary gave them 
tickets to the show.
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In the following chart, write an original sentence that features the identified pronoun 
form. Underline the pronoun in each of your examples.

POSSESSIVE 
PRONOUN

SUBJECT 
PRONOUN

POSSESSIVE 
ADJECTIVE

OBJECT 
PRONOUN

MECHANICS Practice
Pronoun Forms

One pronoun has been underlined in each sentence below. In the first column to the left of 
the sentence, identify the pronoun's form by writing PP if it is a possessive pronoun, SP 
if it is a subject pronoun, PA if it is a possessive adjective, or OP if it is an object pronoun. 
In the second column, identify the pronoun's role in the sentence by writing S if it is a 
subject, PN if it is a predicate noun, ADJ if it is an adjective, DO if it is a direct object, IO if 
it is an indirect object, or OP if it is an object of a preposition. The first one has been done 
for you.

FORM role pronoun

SP PN 1.	 The photographer is he.

2.	 Maggie placed it on the shelf.

3.	 His helmet is in the equipment room.

4.	 The point guard passed her the ball.

5.	 Theirs is the guinea pig with the brown and black fur.

6.	 We cooked eggs for breakfast.

7.	 Tylissa sent them to the dance studio.

8.	 The director gave me a leading role in the school play.

9.	 The fastest runners are they.

10.	 Mariana kicked the ball to her.

continue on next page 4 
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FORM role pronoun

11.	 Theirs is the best football stadium.

12.	 A brilliant mathematician is she!

13.	 Andres gave it a biscuit.

14.	 When will your collage be completed?

15.	 The stage and props were arranged for us.

16.	 Before the race, they gave the drivers instructions.

written reflection
Write responses to the question below.

When does a pronoun play the role of an adjective in a sentence? When does a pronoun 
play a different role in a sentence?

	

	

	

How does figuring out whether a subject or object pronoun is needed influence the 
pronoun a writer uses in a sentence?
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MECHANICS Practice
Pronouns

Read each sentence. Above each underlined noun, write S if it is a subject, PN if it is a 
predicate noun, ADJ if it is an adjective, DO if it is a direct object, IO if it is an indirect 
object, or OP if it is an object of a preposition. In the second sentence, fill in the blank 
with the correct pronoun to replace the underlined noun. The first one has been done 
for you. 

1.	 Vanessa walked to park.                   walked to the park.

2.	 Our class treasurer is Blake. Our class treasurer is                      .

3.	 I saw Carlos in the gym this morning. I saw                      in the gym this morning.

4.	 Tell Mr. and Mrs. Snow the story. Tell                      the story.

5.	 Snowflakes fell onto the children. Snowflakes fell onto                     .

6.	 This is Dominique, Molly, and Dan’s 
graphic design project. 

This is                      graphic design project.

7.	 Leila's and mine is the display of 
flower photos. 

                     is the display of flower photos.

8.	 The principal handed Keith and Tara 
the perfect attendance certificates.

The principal handed                      the 
perfect attendance certificates.

9.	 The magician revealed the box’s 
contents.

The magician revealed                      
contents.

10.	 Erik loaned Kelly his phone. Erik loaned                      his phone.

11.	 Kate sent a text message to Gail. Kate sent a text message to                     .

12.	 Doug’s dog slept beneath the table.                      dog slept beneath the table.

13.	 The runner-up is Tyler! The runner-up is                      !

S
She
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   GRAMMAR IS POLITE
	 When including yourself in a sentence, name other people first, like this:

The coach and I picked up the equipment after practice.

The loose dog belongs to my sister and me.

The school principal gave our teacher and us the class attendance award.

	 The pronoun you use depends on what role the pronoun is playing in 
the sentence. However, there are some helpful ways to figure out which 
pronoun is correct. When you write a sentence that includes yourself and 
others, think about how you would phrase the sentence if you were the 
only one in it. For example:

Mom and (I or me) are going to the game.

THINK: Me am going to the game, or I am going to the game?  

I sounds correct, and it is a subject pronoun, so the sentence should be:

Mom and I are going to the game.

Coach gave Tina and (I or me) new uniforms.

THINK: Coach gave (I or me) new uniforms.  

Me sounds correct, and it is a object pronoun, so the sentence should be:

Coach gave Tina and me new uniforms.

ARE THERE OTHER TYPES OF PRONOUNS?

Yes. In addition to possessive, subject, possessive adjective, and object, there 
are five other types of pronouns: demonstrative (e.g., this, that), indefinite 
(e.g., anybody, something), intensive (e.g., myself, themselves), interrogative 
(e.g., what, who), and reflexive (e.g., herself, yourself). We’ll explore these later.
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MECHANICS Practice
Pronouns

Read each sentence. Circle the pronoun that is correct. The first one has been done 
for you.

1.	 My cousin and (   I     me   ) went to the bookstore.

2.	 The announcer pointed at Jeffrey and (   I     me   ).

3.	 The class journalists are (   she     her   ) and (   I     me   ).

4.	 The principal sent Lorraine and (   we     us   ) to greet the new student.

5.	 The veterinarian handed the puppy to (  we     us   ), and we carried it to the car.

6.	 The code can only be changed by Camille and (   I     me   ).

7.	 Our team chose Toby and (   I     me   ) to serve as co-captains.

8.	 Uncle Tanner gave my sister and (   I     me   ) tickets to the robot exhibition.

9.	 The postal carrier delivered a package to (   we     us   ).

10.	 Grady and (   I     me   ) decided to try out for the school orchestra.

11.	 Miss Johnston sent Tim and (  she     her   ) an email reminder about the project’s due 
date.

12.	 The winning touchdowns were scored by Jason and (   I     me   ).

13.	 The featured artists are Jeremiah and (   she     her   ).
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MECHANICS Practice
Putting It All Together

The descriptive paragraphs below have problems, including some missing commas, a few 
incorrectly punctuated possessive nouns and adjectives, and some incorrect pronoun 
usage. Edit the paragraph by using your revising & proofing marks (p. X) to indicate the 
corrections you would make.

	 Marcus tree house is a secluded fun-filled and entertaining place. Him and his uncle 

built it last year in the woods behind he’s house. (Marcuss’ uncle is an architect.)  Whenever 

guests come by, Marcus invites they to visit his arboreal hideaway.

	 A ladder winding up a tree trunk is the only indication that Marcus’ tree house is 

nearby. The ladder twists it’s way from the forest floor up into the tree’ leaves. Although it 

is completely safe, the ladder is rugged knobby and curvy. Individuals climbing it appear to 

be floating around and up the trunk. Marcus says he got dizzy the first time they climbed it, 

but he got used to the strange feeling. “It’s like you are going up without seeing where you 

are going,” Marcus explains. “As you climb, all you can see is the trees bark right in front of 

your nose.”

	 The real excitement begins at the ladders’ apex…
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REVISION
discovering the pattern
Review the photo pairs below. Which photo sets show objects that go together like a 
team? 

For the photo sets featuring objects that go together like a team, what is the basis for 
the objects being paired together? For example, are the items used together, like tools? 
combined together, like sandwich ingredients? placed together, like a book in a library? 
What is the basis for each "team"?

	

	

continue on next page 4 
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After you identified what the two objects were in each set, what did you have to do to 
determine whether or not they were formed a "team"?

	

	

For the set that shows objects that are not generally associated together, what object 
would form a "team" with one of the objects?

	

	

Think about actual teams (e.g., a baseball team, a relay team). How can you usually tell 
that individual members are part of the same team? What makes it obvious? Why is this 
helpful and important?

	

	

Based on our experiences with the photograph "teams," we can identify some important 
ideas: teams and obvious. When it comes to recognizing who or what goes with whom or 
what, what general statement can we make? Complete the sentence below:

What other experiences illustrate this pattern?

	

	

	

Add this pattern statement to the chart on page VII, next to Unit 5: Pronouns & 
Antecedents.

 
Pattern Statement

Teams                     obvious.
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revision strategy
Pronouns & Antecedents

Pronouns, whether possessive or not, have to clearly match their antecedents. (Remember 
that an antecedent is the noun that the pronoun is substituting for.) This means that when 
using a pronoun, a writer must consider whether the antecedent is singular or plural, male 
or female or neutral, and if the noun being replaced by the pronoun is clear to the reader. 

Problems arise when antecedents are not clear. Consider the following sentences: The 
lifeguards warned the swimmers to stay away from the buoys. They were too close to the 
boating lanes. What noun does They refer to? Were the lifeguards too close to the boating 
lanes? the swimmers? the buoys? It’s unclear, so the reader has to guess. With pronouns 
and antecedents, teams should be obvious.

written reflection

If a reader has to guess what noun a pronoun is replacing, what may happen to the 
reader’s understanding of the author’s message?
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revision Practice 
Pronouns & Antecedents

PRONOUNS & ANTECEDENTS

goal pattern statement

Write with clarity so a reader never has 
to guess at the meaning.

Teams should be obvious.

checklist

Read the draft to identify each 
pronoun. Then read the surrounding 
text to identify each antecedent. 

If the pronoun-antecedent 
relationship is confusing or vague, 
revise by using a noun in place of 
the pronoun or by restructuring the 
text so that the pronoun-antecedent 
relationship is clear.

� �

In the following sentences:

1.	 Identify each pronoun by underlining each one.

2.	 Pair each pronoun with its antecedent by drawing an arrow from the pronoun to the 
antecedent.

3.	 Evaluate whether the pronoun-antecedent pairing is clear to the reader. (One thing 
to check: if there are other nouns used between the pronoun and its antecedent, 
confusion is a possibility.) Is the pronoun the correct number (singular vs. plural), 
correct gender (male vs. female, vs. neutral), correct form (subject vs. object vs. 
possessive) and clearly connected to its antecedent?

4.	 Revise or justify the sentence(s), either making the pairing clearer, or recognizing 
that the pairing is already so clear that a reader will not have to guess at your 
meaning. Use your revising & proofing marks (p. X) to make any changes.

The first one has been done for you.

1.	 The dogs buried its bones by the fence.

2.	 Mrs. Williams announced he would give a test next week.

3.	 The cupcakes were ready, and Mr. Logan brought it to share with the class.

4.	 Manny asked Wade to bring his lunch to the school office.

their
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5.	 The tree house and his contents were damaged by the storm.

6.	 Cassie, will you help with the volleyball net?

7.	 Maria told Vickey about her untied shoes.

8.	 The light bulbs are expensive, but it shouldn’t need to be replaced soon.

9.	 Mom asked Grant and Greg questions to review for our science test.

10.	 The water bottle was missing their cap.

11.	 The announcer pointed at Trey and said, “The winning singer is him!”

12.	 A painter must choose its brushes carefully.

13.	 The strange cat pounced every time they saw a mouse.

14.	 Lance said, “My are the books by the window.”

15.	 Miss Clark gave his students pencils and answer sheets.

16.	 The bookstore’s sign said it’s hours were 9:00-6:00 daily.

written reflection

What do you have to keep in mind when determining if pronouns and their antecedents 
are clear for a reader?  Why is this important?
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revision Practice
For each noun below, write a sentence that includes that noun AND a pronoun that 
replaces it. Makes sure your pronoun and its antecedent is correct and clear: Teams 
should be obvious! The first one has been done for you.

1.	 mansion

        	

2.	 duck

	

	

3.	 Joey

	

	

4.	 Blake and Roberto	

	

	

5.	 fort

	

	

6.	 Miss Conklin

	

	

The mansion revealed its secrets as soon as the door opened. 
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written reflection

Think about the pattern: Teams should be obvious. How does revising writing for 
pronouns and antecedents illustrate this pattern?
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revision Practice
Pronouns & Antecedents

Read the following descriptive passage. Use pronouns and antecedents revisions to make 
the paragraph clearer. Make any other revisions that would strengthen or clarify each 
sentence.

 PRONOUNS & ANTECEDENTS

goal pattern statement

Write with clarity so a reader never has 
to guess at the meaning.

Teams should be obvious.

checklist

Read the draft to identify each 
pronoun. Then read the surrounding 
text to identify each antecedent. 

If the pronoun-antecedent 
relationship is confusing or vague, 
revise by using a noun in place of 
the pronoun or by restructuring the 
text so that the pronoun-antecedent 
relationship is clear.

� �
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	 Mario’s dog Champ runs from place to place. Mario says he never walks but always 

moves like he’s in a hurry. Unfortunately, Champ doesn’t have his four legs coordinated yet. 

Mario says he frequently stumbles, especially on the kitchen floor. That may explain why 

Champ seems to prefer carpeted floors. They are not as slippery, and Champ can cross a 

room without falling.	

	 Mario’s mom finds Champ to be entertaining. “When I tell Mario to get his leash,” 

explains Mrs. Wahl, “he gets excited and forgets to pick up his head while he walks. Then 

he steps on one of his ears and trips. This results in a canine somersault, a truly hilarious 

mishap to see.”

	 Champ can be helpful, too. When he misplaced the TV remote, Champ found it and 

returned it to Mario’s dad. (Of course, Champ found them buried in the backyard!) “That 

dog,” says Mario’s dad, “will either drive us crazy or keep us laughing for years.”

	 Mario is just glad that Champ is his dog, somersaults and all!       
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GENRE
discovering the pattern
Examine this graphic closely.

What is unusual about this graphic?

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

How do the words become part of the pictures in the photographs?

	

Here is the same graphic showing words only:

What two roles do the words play in 
this image?
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How does the image illustrate the idea of words creating a picture?

	

How does a picture work? How does it communicate information to a viewer?

	

How do words work? How do words communicate information to a reader?

	

Read the following passage:

Bess stared at the bicycle. Its color was so bright that it cast a pink shadow on 
the tile floor. The seat and handle bars seemed to float above the frame. The tires 
were thin, made for the road, and their spokes caught the sunlight, which seemed 
to jump from spoke to spoke, making the tires look like they were spinning. “May I 
help you?” The salesman’s voice startled Bess, and she slowly peeled her eyes from 
the bike to the gentleman’s face…

Think about words and pictures. As a reader, how do you get the best understanding from 
these words? What do the words do?

	

	

Based on these experiences, how would you complete this statement?

What examples illustrate this pattern? Can you think of any passages from favorite 
books or authors that illustrate this pattern?

	

	

Add this pattern statement to the chart on page VII, next to Unit 5: Descriptive.

 

Pattern Statement

Words can create                 .
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The Genre 

Descriptive

4    	 Descriptive is an expository genre.

Expository genres inform readers about a subject; they are nonfiction genres. 
Descriptive writing attempts to describe something in great detail. It tries to 
provide readers with an understanding of a specific person, place, thing, or event. 
For example, a writer may write a description of a county fair, attempting to give 
the reader the experience of walking through the fair from one side to the other.

While it seems simple, writing good descriptive passages is challenging. If a writer 
relies too heavily on adjectives, the writing begins to sound like a list. For example:

The fair is bright and noisy. It is also crowded. It is hot in the afternoon. At 
night, the fair’s lights are twinkly.

The writer is trying to describe it, but the reader is not experiencing the county 
fair. To write interesting descriptive passages, a writer must show a reader his 
subject. That means the writer must work hard to engage all of the reader’s 
senses. What does a visitor hear at the fair? What does a visitor smell? Does 
a visitor taste anything at a fair? If so, what? The writer has to work to reveal 
his subject and help his readers build an understanding of it through all of their 
senses. Here are some of the same ideas, but this time the writer is working hard 
to show (not tell) his readers the county fair:

I joined the line of people at the fair’s entrance. Every 60-90 seconds, we’d 
all take a step forward, a little closer to paying the entrance fee and getting 
our tickets. Once in, the lights cause my pupils to contract, even though I am 
already wearing sunglasses. It’s not bright as daylight at the fair. It’s brighter.

Moving quickly is not possible. Like everyone else, I push my way gently down 
the midway. I lead with my right shoulder, using it to wedge a space between 
two people. The only way to tell the difference between the ride lines and the 
crowds inching down the midway is by movement. The midway crowd moves 
slightly quicker than the ride lines.

How is this partial description of the fair different from the first example? What 
senses does the second passage engage? How did the writer activate a reader’s 
imagination in the second example?

One more note on descriptive writing: although it is an expository, or nonfiction, 
genre, good fiction writers include descriptive writing in their stories. If, while 
reading a story, you’ve been able to imagine a scene, the writer has included an 
effective descriptive passage.
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revising within the genre

While writing a descriptive article, be mindful of the two patterns you've experienced:

REVISION GENRE

Teams should be obvious Words can create pictures

The text below is part of a descriptive article. As you read the article, think about the 
revision goal and its pattern. 

PRONOUNS & ANTECEDENTS

goal pattern statement

Write with clarity so a reader never has 
to guess at the meaning.

Teams should be obvious.

checklist

Read the draft to identify each 
pronoun. Then read the surrounding 
text to identify each antecedent. 

If the pronoun-antecedent 
relationship is confusing or vague, 
revise by using a noun in place of 
the pronoun or by restructuring the 
text so that the pronoun-antecedent 
relationship is clear.

� �

On the following page, write your own version of the passage that (1) has clear pronoun-
antecedent connections, and (2) shows a reader, rather than tells a reader, about Ernesto.

	 Ernesto is a twelve-year-old boy. He likes to protect things. He plays goalie on his 

soccer team. He comes up with very complex passwords for the Web sites he visits and 

forces himself to memorize each one. He never uses the same password twice. He once 

saved his teacher’s reading glasses from hitting the floor. He loves the big safes you can 

often see inside banks. He is especially protective of his younger sister, Maria. She does not 

always appreciate his protectiveness.

continue on next page 4 
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PREPARING TO WRITE
Seeing
You will be writing a descriptive passage or article that shows a reader someone or 
something. For example, a science writer may develop an article that shows her readers the 
surface of Mars. A sports writer may develop an article that shows his readers the workout 
regimen of a well-known baseball pitcher. A biographer may write a passage that shows 
her subject being an effective surgeon. A travel writer may write an article that shows his 
readers an isolated Himalayan community.

Before any of these writers could begin to write, they had to select a subject for their 
descriptive articles or passages. The travel writer began by considering places he’s been 
and what might be interesting about each place. His organized his thoughts like this:

POSSIBLE SUBJECT WHAT IS INTERESTING ABOUT THIS SUBJECT?

Hartford, CT
Y many historical buildings dating back to early America
Y state capital building features a gold dome
Y the Connecticut River flows through the city

Himalayan Community
Y remote location high in mountains of India
Y travel there over rough, narrow roads
Y rugged landscape & changeable weather

attic in old home

Y atmosphere of sunlight and dust
Y unusual objects, like an old baby carriage & a hair dryer 

with a bonnet
Y curving stairs that lead up to attic door

Think about someone or something you’d like to describe for readers. It may be an event 
you’ve experienced (like a county fair), a place you’ve visited (like a park or the attic of a 
house), or even an activity you enjoy (like swimming or softball). 

Use the table on the next page to record at least three possible subjects. Your subjects 
may be more varied than the travel writer’s. For example, you may consider a place, an 
activity, and an event (or any combination) as possible subjects. When you have identified 
at least three possible subjects, share the results with your editor.

continue on next page 4 
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POSSIBLE SUBJECT WHAT IS INTERESTING ABOUT THIS SUBJECT?

EDITOR'S INITIALS    



Unit 5

©
 2

0
16

 C
le

re
st

or
y 

Le
ar

ni
ng

/M
ak

e 
W

ay
 f

or
 B

oo
ks

, L
LC

. A
ll 

ri
gh

ts
 r

es
er

ve
d.

 • 
 w

ri
te

rs
st

yl
us

.c
om

 (1
71

0
)

39

PREPARING TO WRITE
Sketching
From three possible subjects, the travel writer chooses the one he thinks he can best show 
a reader. He uses an organizer to sort ideas related to the subject. He begins by placing the 
subject in the center. He then works outward and identifies the traits or characteristics he 
wants to emphasize and how he can show his readers each of those traits. Finally, he looks 
at the various scenes or events he will use and considers what the best order for them 
might be. His initial organization looks like this:

how to show

trait trait

trait

Subject

how to showhow to show

description: order of ideas

remote

•	 details of long drive
•	 scenes from vehicle windows
•	 walking on curvy roads with 

drop-offs
•	 frequent loss of soccer balls 

over the edge of the field
•	 sun on the right; rain on the 

left
•	 coats on and off throughout 

the day

rugged landscape

•	 walking on curvy roads with 
drop-offs

•	 frequent loss of soccer balls 
over the edge of the field

Himalayan Community

changeable weather

•	 sun on the right; rain on the 
left

•	 coats on and off throughout 
the day

•	 details of long drive
•	 scenes from vehicle 

windows
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Use the organizer below to identify your subject and its traits or characteristics, to consider 
how you can show a reader those traits, and to begin putting these ideas into an order that 
will work in your writing. If you need additional “trait” and “how to show” spaces, simply 
draw new lines and add what you need. If you need more, continue the organizer on a 
separate sheet of paper.

trait trait

trait

Subject

how to showhow to show

how to show

description: order of ideas
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PREPARING TO WRITE
Shaping
A slant helps a writer think about how the big pieces of information will come together 
in a written piece. For example, your description passage/article has two big pieces: your 
chosen subject and the traits of it that you want to emphasize. A slant is a phrase that 
provides a general overview for a piece of writing.

For example, rather than say an article will be about a Himalayan community, a travel writer 
might say the article’s slant is the remoteness, landscape, and weather of a Himalayan 
community.

Develop a slant for your descriptive passage/article by adding the traits and your subject 
in the spaces below. 

	 Slant

The 		   	
   	 your subject's traits

of 		   	
   	 your subject

Now read the resulting phrase aloud. That is the slant for your passage or article!

A central question is the big, overall question that the writer will attempt to answer. For 
example, a travel writer may have the following as a central question: What does a visitor 
to a Himalayan community experience?

Notice that the travel writer doesn’t limit his writing to just one of the five senses. For 
example, if he wrote, “What does a Himalayan community look like?” as his central question, 
he would be limiting his writing to visual details. Remember, readers like to experience, or 
be shown, a subject. As a writer, you want to engage a many of your reader’s senses as 
possible. The fuller the experience, the better your reader will understand what you are 
describing.

What one big, overall question will you attempt to answer with your descriptive passage 
or article? Write your central question on the lines below, and then share it with your 
editor.

	

	

	

 
 

EDITOR'S INITIALS    
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PREPARING TO WRITE
Vision Statement
A vision statement helps a writer figure out how to structure a piece of writing. It builds 
on the slant and central question. A good vision statement helps a writer and editor 
determine what the content and structure of a written piece will be.

For example, a travel writer might develop the following vision statement for a descriptive 
article:

“A Community Aloft”  describes the remoteness, landscape, and weather of a 
Himalayan community by showing details of a long drive to the community, scenes 
from vehicle windows on the trip, a walk on curvy roads with drop-offs and sun 
on the right and rain on the left, the frequent loss of soccer balls over the edge of 
the playing field, and the writer’s need to have a coat on and off throughout a day. 
It answers the central question: What does a visitor to a Himalayan community 
experience? 

The vision statement suggests the content and structure of your passage or article. For 
example, the travel writer will likely begin with the drive to the community, and end with 
his scattered need for a coat throughout his days there.

Refer to the example and use the form below to develop a vision statement for your 
paragraph.

Vision Statement

Your title
  

     
         		         your slant

		

by showing 	 	

 
	 your specific experiences that reveal the subject's traits

It answers the central question(s): 		  	

	 rewrite your central question(s) 
	

Review your vision statement with your editor. 

 
     

"		  " describes 

EDITOR'S INITIALS    
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Descriptive is an expository genre, but it utilizes elements of fictional writing. For example, 
rather than stating a main idea and its supporting details in a paragraph, description 
writing focuses more on the experience a paragraph will give the reader. In this way, 
descriptive writing is a kind of hybrid, focusing on real subjects but using a more informal 
structure. For example, here is how the travel writer begins his article:

We’d already been driving for ten hours when the jeep came to an abrupt stop. To keep 
my body from dropping to the floor, my hands grabbed the back of the front seat. The 
jeep’s headlights revealed a deep groove running from one side of the road to the other. 
If we’d hit it with any speed, we would be stranded with a flat tire or worse. Thankfully, 
our driver knew such road crossing mini-caverns were common and he could spot one 
in time to slow or stop the jeep. “No problem,” he explained. “Just another ditch for 
us to cross.” Ten hours on such roads, and we had at least ten more hours to go. Our 
destination, a Himalayan community, did not sit along the famous rivers of India. Instead, 
it was way, way up in the country’s rugged mountains—a place that made visitors work 
to get there.

Notice how the author shows the readers this experience. All the details are true, but the 
reader experiences them as if they appear in a story. The article will not have a plot, like a 
story would, but it uses aspects of storytelling to show readers its subject.

Read the paragraph again. How many of a reader’s senses does the author engage? How 
does the author show, rather than tell about, the journey?

Challenge yourself to show your readers your subject. Do not tell them about your 
subject; let your writing help them experience it. When you are ready, begin drafting your 
descriptive article or passage.
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REFLECTION 
on-demand writing

Think about the pattern statements: 

REVISION GENRE

Teams should be obvious Words can create pictures

Pronouns and antecedents help make our writing clear. How can our genre pattern, 
Words can create pictures, help make our writing stronger? How does your descriptive 
article/passage illustrate this pattern?
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personal reflection

In order to practice pronoun-antecedent revision, you need to tune in to nouns and their 
role in the sentence. What did you learn about nouns in this unit? What did you notice 
about the role of nouns in your writing?

	

	

	

	

	

Review your descriptive article or passage one more time. How many of a reader’s senses 
did you engage? How do you think a reader will describe the experience your writing 
provides? What aspects of your subject do you think your reader will remember? Why do 
you think those aspects will be memorable?
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    Grammar Pause

this, that, these, those
When is each used? 

demonstrative adjective Practice

In each of the following sentences, underline the demonstrative adjectives and draw an 
arrow to the noun or pronoun each one modifies. If the adjective is singular, write S above 
it; if the adjective is plural, write a P above it. The first one has been done for you.

1.	 The guide says this bridge was built in 1832.

2.	 This school year is my best one so far.

3.	 Do you know those students? 

X

A demonstrative adjective (this, that, these, those) tells which one.

THIS THAT THESE THOSE

Use this or that  
when the target is singular.

Use these or those  
when the target is plural.

Example:

This hat 
belongs to 

Janae.

Example:

I saw that 
bicycle outside 
the ice cream 

shop.

Example:

The principal 
said we could 

take these 
instruments to 

the stage.

Example:

Those socks 
are shockingly 

bright!

When using a demonstrative adjective, make sure the adjective and what 
it modifies agree in number. Use this or that when the target is singular 
(e.g., this cookie; that dog); use these or those when then target is plural 
(e.g., these chairs; those elephants). 

S
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Unit 5

4.	 I wanted to read this book over the summer, but I ran out of time.

5.	 Please put these books in that desk.

6.	 We put those scooters in that corner.

7.	 I thought these sneakers would help me run faster, but this long shoelace made me trip.

8.	 That stray cat caused a commotion at the carnival.

In each sentence below, write the correct demonstrative adjective (this, that, these, or 
those) in the blank and draw an arrow to the noun or pronoun it modifies. If the adjective 
is singular, write an S above it; it the adjective is plural, write a P above it. [NOTE: some 
sentences may have more than one correct answer. You may use either correct choice.] 
The first one has been done as an example for you.

1.	 Our counselor said we could take                  snacks on our hike.

2.	 May I use                 vase to arrange                 flowers?

3.	 I brought                 ripe bananas to the sundae party.

4.	 Please put                 books in                 gray backback.

5.	 Dante said                 keys belong to Mr. Holton.

6.	                 brown and white dog ran through the park and into the forest.

7.	 The driver says                 stop is for main and market streets.

8.	 Will                 clothes fit in                 small suitcase ?

these
P
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When is each a demonstrative pronoun?

The words this, that, these, and those are not always demonstrative 
adjectives. When one of these words appears in a sentence without a 
noun or pronoun to modify, it is a demonstrative pronoun.

THIS THAT THESE THOSE

Example:

I was asked to 
bring this to 
the meeting.

Example:

What is that? 

Example:

Please carry 
these to the 

picnic.

Example:

I think I have 
seen those 

before.

Writers must be careful when using these demonstrative pronouns. 
Without a noun or pronoun to modify, it can be unclear what this, 
that, these, or those is referring to. Unless the surrounding sentences 
make the antecedent of the demonstrative pronoun 100% clear to a 
reader, the writer should consider making the demonstrative pronoun a 
demonstrative adjective by adding the noun it modifies to the sentence.

In each sentence below, change the demonstrative pronouns into demonstrative 
adjectives by adding a noun to be modified. Use your revising & proofing marks (p. X) to 
make the revisions. The first one has been done for you.

1.	 Do we have any more of this  ?

2.	 Did you bake that?

3.	 I don’t think those are clear.

4.	 Can you look at these for me?

5.	 I like that.

6.	 Why are these on the counter?

7.	 Please bring that with you on the trip.

8.	 I bought this at the supermarket.

jelly
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Unit 5

WAS WERE

Use was when 
the subject is singular.

Example:

Our canary was in its cage the 
last time we saw it.

Use were when  
the subject is plural.

Example:

The students were on the bus and 
ready for the field trip.

These verbs are generally easy to use correctly. However, when the 
subject is a collective noun (a noun that represents a group), a writer 
must determine whether the group is acting as one unit or as individual 
members. If the collective noun is acting as a unit, then it is considered 
to be singular and the verb was would be used; if the collective noun is 
acting as individual members, then it is considered plural and the verb 
were would be used.

Examples:

The team was in the gym.

The family was together  
for the holiday.

Examples:

The team were individually 
practicing foul shots.

The family were in their own 
rooms for the night.

X Grammar Pause

was & were
When is each used? 
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was & were Practice

In each sentence below, underline the subject and write the correct verb (was or were) in 
the blank. (Pay special attention to any collective nouns used as subjects!) The first one 
has been done for you.

1.	 The cast                 in their places before the play began.

2.	 The lawn chair                 stored in the basement.

3.	 The audience                   in the auditorium, waiting for the show to begin.

4.	 The flock of geese                 all over the neighborhood, creating a lot of mischief!

5.	 The flock of geese                 last seen in the park.

6.	 These flowers                 part of the bride’s bouquet.

7.	 The police                 scattered throughout the city, searching for the thief.

8.	 Three teams                 unhappy with the tournament schedule.

9.	 The town council                 having a meeting in the conference room.

10.	 The town council                 in their districts to make presentations to citizens.

11.	 The curtains                 open to let the sunlight into the room.

12.	 We                 at the park and saw the missing canary.

13.	 After the ceremony, the crew                 free to return to their own homes.

14.	 During the game, we                 cheering for the home team.

15.	 When                 you at the park?

16.	 Before it broke, that ladder                 the tallest one we owned.

were
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